This article was downloaded by:[Bochkarev, N.]
On: 12 December 2007
Access Details: [subscription number 746126554]
Publisher: Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954
Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Astronomical & Astrophysical
Transactions
The Journal of the Eurasian Astronomical
Society
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713453505

Editorial
E. N. Kaurov
Online Publication Date: 01 January 1999
To cite this Article: Kaurov, E. N. (1999) 'Editorial', Astronomical & Astrophysical
Transactions, 17:6, 439 - 440
To link to this article: DOI: 10.1080/10556799908244106
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10556799908244106

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE
Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf
This article maybe used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Any substantial or systematic reproduction,
re-distribution, re-selling, loan or sub-licensing, systematic supply or distribution in any form to anyone is expressly
forbidden.
The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation that the contents will be
complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any instructions, formulae and drug doses should be
independently verified with primary sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss, actions, claims, proceedings,
demand or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with or
arising out of the use of this material.

Downloaded By: [Bochkarev, N.] At: 13:46 12 December 2007

Astronomical and Astrophysical Transactions, 1999,
Vol. 17, pp. 439-440
Reprints available directly from the publisher
Photocopying permitted by license only

0 1 9 9 9 OPA (Overseas Publishers Association) N . V .
Published by license under the Gordon and Breach
Science Publishers imprint
Printed in Malaysia

Archaeoastronomy : the Problems o f Being

EDITORIAL
The first National conference of archaeoastronomy was held on 15-18 October,
1996 at the Institute of Archaeology (IA) RAS. The idea of this form of interdisciplinary cooperation was discussed at the interdisciplinary meeting (30th March,
1996), which took place after the first national session on archaeoastronomy (State
Astronomical Institute (SAI) of MGU, 30th March, 1996; for the material of this
session see Astron. Astrophys. Trans., 1996, Vol. 15, special issue on the conference
‘Our Galaxy’).
The first national conference on archaeoastronomy, ‘Archaeoastronomy: the
problems of being’ was organized by IA RAS. This conference was sponsored by
RFBROne of the members of the organizing committee (OC) was E. N. Kaurov
(EAAS).
The OC declared six topics of the conference:
1. Archaeoastronomical memories with astronomical orientiers: types, forms and
functional aims.
2. History of research of archaeoastronomy objects.
3. Applications of the methods of astronomy, astrometry and selection mechanics
in archaeoastronomy.
4. Astronomical knowledge and rites in antiquity in the light of the archaeolog-

ical, ethnographical data and data of mythology.

5. The model of the ancient world outlook: sources, forms and transformation.
6. Ancient ornaments in the archaeoastronomical aspect.
The talks and the poster papers (in all 48 items of the 53 authors) were published
in the summary at the beginning of the conference. The summary presented all of
the six declared topics.
The conference was successful. Astronomical research in archaeoastronomy was
presented at the conference by V. N. Obridko et al., (IZMIRAN), D. D. Polojenzev
(GAO), J. A. Nagovizin (GAO), V. A Jurevich (‘Earth and Universe’ magazine),
E. N. Kaurov (EAAS) and others.
The experience of organizing the first national conference on archaeoastronomy
was used by the organization of the conference ‘Palaeoastronomy: Sky and Mankind’
(19-24 November 1997, SAI MGU).
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In this issue we present the materials of some ordinary papers of the conference
‘Archaeoastronomy: the problems of being’.
Before this issue Astronomical and Astrophysical Transactions also published
the papers by V. N. Obridko et al., (Astron. Astrophys. Trans. Vol. 17, 29, 1998).
The scientific results of this conference were reported briefly in Russian Archaeology, 1998, 1, 230-238 (a science magazine in Russian).
Two papers on archaeoastronomy are also published in this special issue (G. E.
Kurtik and A. V. Kuzmin); there were discussed at the science seminars after the
conference.
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